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start of online publication in 1996. To preserve these articles as they originally
appeared, The Times does not alter, edit or update them.

Occasionally the digitization process introduces transcription errors or other
problems; we are continuing to work to improve these archived versions.

Interior Secretary James G. Watt has raised a barrier to building a
monument to America's Vietnam veterans after some Republicans
complained that the memorial's design ''makes a statement of
shame and dishonor."

Mr. Watt told the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund, which is to
build the monument, that the design must be resubmitted to him
because of modifications made since he gave preliminary approval
in June.

Leaders of the fund were surprised, thinking the plan had cleared
all Government hurdles. A copy of Mr. Watt's letter, written last
week, was made available by critics of the design.

Meantime, H. Ross Perot of Dallas said he was hiring a poll-taker
to seek views on the design from Americans wounded or taken
prisoner in Vietnam and some othe r veterans of the war .
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Mr. Perot, chairman of Electronic Data Systems, said he thought
the memorial would look like ''a trench." In a letter to President

Reagan, 27 Republican Congressmen denounced the design. ''We
feel t his design makes a political statement of shame and
dishonor,"' t he letter said, ''rather than an expression of our
national prid e."" The letter was circulated by Representative Henry
J. Hyde, Repu blican of Illinois. ""A new jury ought to be appointed."

A version of this article appears in print on Jan. 13, 1982, Section A, Page 12 of the National edition with the
headline: Watt Raises Obstacle On Vietham Memorial. Order Reprints | Today’s Paper | Subscribe
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